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REDRAT
OGC/LC. ISW:mks
13 June %61

Honorable J. W, Fulbright
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Fulbright:

This is in response to your letter of May 11, 1961 askir g for
the comments of the Central Intelligence Agency on Senate Jo at
Resolution 77, '"To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign
Information and Intelligence. ‘'

The proposed Joint Resolution contemplates a Joint Cc mmittee

for both Foreign Information and Foreign Intelligence activitice. The

informational aspects of this resolution are not within my fieli of
competence and responsibility. However, I do not believe tha: the
two functions should be considered in one committee. At the s -esent
time they are handled by different committees of the Congres::,
Furthermore, foreign informational activities are overt. Th-
intelligence activities to which the proposed Joint Committee would
probably direct its chief attention are largely of a secret cha:acter
and are not directly related to the foreign informational activities of

the Government.
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For some years there have been established Subcomm ttees of
the Appropriations and Armed Services Committees of both H>uses which
have specific jurisdiction over CIA matters. We report to these Sub-
committees in accordance with their requests and provide the r with
whatever material they wish. We also receive requests for aspearances
At S
from other committees of the Congress. Wel\respond/;;o these requests
for intelligence briefings from your Committee, from the Joirt Committee
on Atomic Energy, from House Foreign Affairs, and a numbe - of other
committees, During the course of the 86th Congress, Agency
representatives made 46 appearances before various congressional
committf:es. The creation of the proposed Joint Committee would not,
(releiora
I asn-afraid, lessen the desire of those committees for Agency appearances.
As the Director of Central Intelligence, I have the duty. subject
to the National Security Council, to carry out the Agency's statutory
responsibility to coordinate the foreign intelligence activities i the
several intelligence organizations of the Government, These .xtelligence
organizations are integral parts of departments or agencies responsible
to different committees of the Congress. The Armed Service: Committees
of the Senate and House have legislative jurisdiction with resp«ct to the

Central Intelligence Agency. The creation of the proposed Joint

Committee to make continuing studies of each intelligence age:cy of the
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United Statesl\thus crea.tef abvieus jurisdictional problems sir ce there
is no evidence that any of the present cc;mmittees having responsibility
have indicated either the desire or willingness to cede jurisdic:ion over
the Central Intelligence Agency or the intelligence comporent: of the
departments concerned.

From the standpoint of legislation affecting the Agsanc', I see
no necessity for the establishment of a Joint Committee. Th+ Agency
was established by the National Security Act of 1947 and there ‘vas a
subsequent enabling Act in 1949. Since the passage of these two laws

concerning the Agency, only two items of legislation have been initiated

by the Ammcﬂh‘k by the Armed Services Committees having

legislative jurisdiction. At this time there are
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for legislation and it is doubtddwhether ﬂn-‘l]é-vﬁﬁ-be -
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While the method through which the Congress informs itself
on the activities of the Central Intelligence Agency and tha ot:er foreign
intelligence activities of the Government is a matter for the Congress
to determine, I believe the matters discussed above are pert.nent in
considering the establishment of a Joint Committee for Intell gence
Activities. As I stated on the occasion of a recent appearanca nefore
your Committee, I am satisfied with the existing arrangemer:. ‘F)%_

to‘be_,nomraf"‘y:.] o
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{'I should like to point out a purely technical matter oc-urring

at line 6 on page 5 of the Senate Joint Resolution 77. 1 beliese this
line is simply an inadverteat printing error and assume the iae in
toto should be deleted.;f

The Bureau of the Budget has no objection to the subrnission
of this report from the standpoint of the Administration's program.

Sincerely,

Allen W. Dulles
Director
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Excerpt from Transcript
Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Tuesday - 2 May 61

The Chairman. Senator Mansfield, Mr. Dulles, before i«
left, asked me to ask you your opinion of the McCarthy bill, 2re you
familiar with that?

Mr, Dulles. I am not familiar.

The Chairman,. It is the same as the old Mansfield bill at.cut a
Joint Committee for intelligence. Do you have any views on th.:1?

Mr. Dulles. Ihave alwavs taken the position, Mr. Chairman,
that the Congress should, so far as I wasé concerned, determine how I
should report to it and through what channels,

I now have, as you know, a special committee of the Houre Armed
Services Committee, and there is also one in the Senate, tc wh.ch
committees I report on call.

I also have a special committee of the respective Appropriutions
Committees to which I report frequently,

I am perfectly satisfied, as far as I am concerned, with tie
present arrangement,

If the Congress feels it is wise to change that arrangemen:, I

certainly would entirely acquiesce to that, and I would not want ¢ oppose
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The Chairman. You are not opposing or endorsing it?

Mr. Dulles, No, sir.
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